This, of necessity, swould mean the expenditure of energy and time on the part of some of the members, but the benefits accruing therefrom would be of the greatest degree of usefulness to all the members of the section, and would tend to crystallize opinion and give added weight in the eyes of the Association as a whole and of the public as well. Such a scheme might also greatly aid the activities of the Commtitee on Standard Methods, where often matters have to be delayed, either from lack of definite information or unanimity of opinion among its members. Matters under debate in this committee might be offered as suggestions for the consideration of the Program Committee, requesting that papers be asked of members qualified to speak authoritatively on these subjects, or stimulate their activities or those of the younger members of the section for research. The information so collected could later on be presented and thoroughly discussed at a future meeting, leading either to the solution of the problem or at least advancing it materially. In such ways then, the Program Committee would be performing a real service to the members, and be living up to the responsibiiities which its relationship to the section's affairs demands.
If this, the premier section of the A.P. H.A. is to continue to be considered the leader in opinions on laboratory and other problems cognate to the activities the Association, I hope that you will agree with me that some change along the lines proposed should be encouraged and that without delay. UT-non-residents (XXX4) 0-in any place means unknown. The key board was not cleared between records. This was unnecessary since the depression of a second key in any row automatically throws out the key previously depressed. Another advantage of this procedure is that it does not require a depression for the check " 1 " at the left of the keyboard for each record.
The records for one month were recorded in code in this fashion and a total struck from the machine and the tape removed. The lower portion would then appear as in " B " in the illustration. The six figures on the right of the total are of no value being only the total of the code numbers. The three at the left (546) represent the total number of births for the month which are recorded on the tape. This was repeated for each of the months to be studied and in a !))()i))(()A G0o090000 @~~0~~~~~0 00000~~~~~~~~~~0 000(2)000J N.
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< similar way short tapes containing the coded still births were made for each month.
Decoding the four numbers shown in "B " we find that the first represents a birth to colored parents, delivery at home by a physician, and the family in the lowest economic group. The second shows a birth to non-resident, native parents attended by a specialist in Hospital A. The third shows a birth to foreign parents of the middle class, attended by a physician at Hospital C. The fourth, a birth to native parents of the lowest class, attended by a midwife in the home.
The adding machine tapes containing the coded births were then brought back to the office and all the possible combinations of numerals written at the left of a large check sheet (" C"). One worker read from the tapes and the other checked the large sheet accordingly. The number of checks was added giving a total of the number of times that each possible classification of a birth had occurred.
The material is, at this stage, analyzed in the greatest number of sub-classifications possible and combinations of the numbers on the check sheet will in a few minutes give any information that the material contains. For example, " 2133 " shows that there were 435 births to foreign parents of the poorest class, delivered in the home by a midwife. The sum of the checks for all numbers containing " 2 " in the first place at the left gives the total number of births to foreign parents, irrespective of place of delivery, or attendant, or social class. The sum of all numbers with " 2 " in the first place at the left, and " 2 ' in the second place from the left shows the total number of births to foreign parents occurring in Hospital A. In this way the most complicated table desired may be prepared in a few minutes by means of a few additions. Percentages are quickly worked and the task is completed.
There are two chief advantages of this method as shown above. In the first place it obviated the necessity of either copying the desired information at the registrar's office or performing most of the analysis there, and in the second place when the material is once coded no subdivision is necessary. That is, major classes are not picked out and then separated and further subdivided, but the smaller classifications are obtained directly and the more general information is secured by combination. This method might be called a " statistical synthesis" rather than a " statistical analysis."
The disadvantages of this procedure are not insignificant. It is not applicable to the coding of records each of which contains a large number of individual items, for it can readily be seen that as the items increase the possible numbers increase and this will soon lead to an unwieldy check sheet that will consume more time than the process is intended to save. Therefore, the fewer the possible number of items (14 in this study) the better the method will be and as the number of items increases it would be wise to weigh carefully the possible complexity of the check sheet against the time of transcribing that is saved by the coding process.
The possible combinations, expansions, and modifications are obvious and numerous. The. total number of items is the limiting factor. Finally, the writer wishes to repeat again that this is not a method for any statistical analysis but a possible one in many types, and a very profitable one in some types. If applicable it is a timesaver, but it should be used only after weighing its merits against those of other procedures.
